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Marketing Validation

This project is Finalist in the TIC AMERICAS 2020 challenge winning out of 2,085
projects which you can see via
https://ticamericas.net/finals/finalist/caribbeansargassumproblem.php
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Figure 1- Recognition of achievement by the TIC AMERICAS

| got awareness about the problem through a platform called the digital maker space by
conservation x labs. The community manager tom posted the problem and | started
proposing many solutions and | remember the community saying no to my different

design ideas and big yes to this design finally. Then the project got published in the
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Digital Make Space website in the conservationx labs which you can see via the link
https://conservationx.com/project/id/372/caribbeanssargassumproblem

And my project has been great topic for discussion in the Digital Maker Space

community via https://conservationx.com/lab/discuss/1135

What a great idea! This may spark some further thoughts from
who is working on a solution to Sargassum - and for - | who
is working on a solution to create biochar briquettes out of invasive species.

| wonder how else we could use the method to repurpose sargassum...? Brigquettes
(for cookstoves) probably wouldn't be the best solution for the tropics, but maybe

something else for use in the Caribbean... I'm trying to think of things that cause a
negative impact that we could potentially replace, like plastic bags. Six-ring can

holders maybe,

Anteneh, instead of simply being diced and trucked away, perhaps the sargassum
could be repurposed?

Andreas, what do you think about a similar solution to yours - but for sargassum
instead of terrestrial invasive plants?

Figure 2- comment by experts in the Caribbean

According to Mickey Charteris (https://www.caribbeanreeflife.com/caribbean-reef-

lifeblog/record-breaking-amounts-of-sargassum-in-the-caribbean-what-is-it-and-where-

is-itcoming-from ) this is a unique design ever to be proposed. | have attached the email

exchange between me and Mickey Charteris.
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Good moming Anteneh

Thanks for gelting in touch. Of the many possible solutions 've saen for the sargassum problem yours is one of the more interesting. Have you developed prototypes
yel? What is done with the sargassum once it's collected | think perhaps you uderastimate the amount of sargassum that s landing on the beaches and the blue
containers would have to be emptied constantly. Sargassum is already pretty fine.sa I'm not sure chopping it up would help much, Also the sargassum comes in with
onshore winds and anchoring your devices on coral or sand would be impractical The sheer weight of the incoming sargassum would likefly rip these out gasily | canl
imagine that here on Roatan there would be any municipal funds avallable for such a project But if you have any 1est studies done with these devices I'd be interested
1o see them and shara them with local Marine Parks and authorities

Yours

Anteneh Gashaw 547 PM (D minutes ago)  y 4w Reply
| Jy
Dear —
Thank you for the reply | am glad you are intarested in my profect |am afraid the project is at the design stage and | nead funding to build the prototype. Once the
sargassum is collected at the blue net. the net can be detached and another net will be attached to the structure. | have not underestimated the amount of sargassum
and that is why thera must ba multiple devices installed separated with some distance. The main use of the blada is to suck the algae info the net and aven though
sargassum i fine when they are many they attach together and are difficult to handle Please check research conducted by other scientists
Anchoring is optional because | am not familiar with the geographic location of the Canbean and there can be multiple altemative and it is very minor engineering
deslgn to adjust.
Find me fund and let us build and test the device Pass it to the authorities and local resods to fund the project as they are the biggest baneficiaries
Best Regards,
Antanah Gashaw

& Reply o Forward

Figure 3- comment by expert in the Caribbean,
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